To che Supream Authority of England; the (ommens in Parliament aſſembled, The humble 
Petition of many free-born people. Together-with a Copy of the Order ofrhe Commitment of five of the 
Peticioners, viz. Mr. Thomas Prince, and Mr. Samuel Chidley in the Gate- Houſe. Capt. Tayler, Mr. William Larne», 
and Mr. ve in Newgate, As a ſo ſemeObſeryations upon the ſaid Order. 
Sheweth, | | 
| at as the ground of the late war between the King and you, wasacontention whether he or you ſhould exerciſe the ſupreame 
& power over us, ſo its yzin to expect a ſettlemert of peace amongſt us: untill that point be dlearely and juſtly determined, tht 
there can be no liberty in any Nation where the Law giving power la not ſolely inthe people or theirRepreſentatives, _ 
That upon your lnvitatioti. che people have hazardedtheir ſwes, conſumed their eſlates, loft their trades, and weltered in blood 
to preſerve that your juſt authotity. and therein their own freedoms, _ 
,} T hatnotwithſtanding, for auributing the ſupte im authority of this Nation to this Honourable Houſe, whichalone repreſents 
— thc peope, we hive been accounte!] the off=fcout ing ot the land, we have had out Pctitions burned, our perſons impriſoned, and 
many oehet wayes abulcd. | 
That when the ears of the choſen delweters were ſtopped. the Law of Nature enjoyned us to addreſſe out ſelves to the Army, from whom we had 
reaſon to expeR relief, according to their many ptomiſes and engagements. : 

That thoſe promiſes ſeeming to be wholly forgouen by the ruling parc ofthe Army it pleaſed Gd to raiſe up the ſpitits of ſome Agents therein, 
ro conſi let of i agreem:nc oi the people upon grounds of common rig tʒc tooffet it to the Generall Councell of the army tor their concurrencegthe 
matter whercof ({erioufly debate being had thereupon) wos ſo tat from beii g dif allowed, that a neceſſity of ending this Parliament at the day prefixed 
therein, was concluded;zthe providing for a conſtant ſucceſſion of Pa:liamen is thought neccfſary, that the people ſhould be more equally repreſented 
was confeſſed 3 and a certain rule to beſet h etween the people and their repreſentative was judged fir, and the ſupream authority ofthis nation 
acknowlcdged by that Councell to be where the Agreement placeth it: And particularly Lievtenant General Cromwell, and Commiſfary General Fre- 
ro” — that in caſe they did not AQ for the ſettlement of thoſe freedoms, yet they woud never oppc ſe. ay 

That thoſe Agents in further diſcharge of their duty to their Country 3 did not long ſince pteſent unto this Honourable Houſe the ſaid Agree» 
ment, with a petition relating thereunto. | | 

That the ſame Agreement, with another Petition. was lately offered to the Genetall, by a worthy Commander, and divers Officers of the Armyzat 
the firſt generall Rendezvouzneare Ware: and all that was done in a further proſecution, was a peaceable propoſing of the ſame Petition, to the 
Souldicry, for their concurrence : and we wonder that we ſhould now be reputed mutinous, to offer a Petition to the Souldiei when it was eſteemed 
formerly go d (ervice to draw them to an ingagement. | 
That notwithſtanding all this clear open and legal dealing, in thoſe our friends, for the performance of their ſolemne ingagements, both they and 
we, who adhered to them, are reproached and flindered with 1mpatations of plotting and defigning not only the Kings deve, in 2 baſeemurderous 
way; and of imbtu ing the nition in blood, but of ſtrange endeavours to levell all mens eſtates, and ſubvert all Government and although the ſcan- 
dals are but the lame which the open enemies formerly calt upon your ſelves: yet ourjuſt endeavouts tor freedom, are ſo ill preſented by this meanes, 
that ſc me of us are impriſoned, and others threatned to be ptocteded : gainſt as per ionis diſaffected to this Honourable Houſe, whereas the true ob- 
je ct ot out enemies mallice is. that authorit e of yours. which we l. bur to preferve. Yet ſuch is our ſad condition, as our actions and intentions are 

in like manner miF apprehended by you, though we doubt not but the Agreement duly weighed, will demonſtrate all ſuch reproaches to be only the 
invention of wicked men to cx:ſperate you agairſt us. 

AndThercforc we beſecch yon in your bowelis of compaſſtonto an oppreſſed people. co review and debate imparrially the particulars of that A- 
gree nent of th: people. wherein miny thouſands hive alieady concurred: And to ſuffet us by your counten nce, to uſe out Native Liberty, in s 
ving the ＋ for an happic union amongſt themſe. ves, in lecling thoſe foundations of Common freedom that thereby this honourable houſe,may 
with more aſfurance of the peoples afſi:tance, proceed tottn with without attending for the aſſent and concurrence of any other) to deliver them 

rom all kind of tytan y and oppreſſion. | | | 

And that you would be p caled to account of the ſuft-riags of out dear fellow Commoners Co, Ayers, Ca. Br ay, and others at the ſevetall Rendez- 
your of tae Army, only tot theit juſt aud peacca2cc petſuance of Freedome, e 

And - pecially that you wil mike ing 1i.tioa tor the blood of chat Soldier, vic. Richard Araall of Col. Liban Regiment, which was ſhot to death 
neere Ware. 


of the G ate- houſe there to remain priſencrs 


annexed, ftiled an agreement of the peopl 
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